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He was the imam of so prominent a niche in the Islamic educational
system, as sharing an active contribution to advancing education further.
He is a meritorious teacher from his hands a number of leading scientists
come into light and leaves after him guidance ,teachings and encyclope-
dic heritage open to all human issues .So the current research paper fo-
cuses on the social educational principles of the imam of the community,
security, safety in the land ,love ,peace and intimacy.The paper takes four
sections:

The first, principle of fraternity and introduction is to ensure the most
important foundations called for by the Imam : visiting ,equality, pac-
ifism, declaring love and intimacy and eschewing whatsoever defaces
sociality. The second, the principle of cooperation and solidarity, is to
ensure the most important rules called for by the Imam of people: plant-
ing the seeds of people, serving and achieving their needs ,encouraging
people to lend, give time to repay and to console .The third, the principle
of honesty and integrity, is to keep the principle of integrity intact ,to
stimulate people into its acts and to warn the acts of creditation without
good intention. The fourth, the principle of social reform, is to deal with
the most important principles drawn by the Imam in addressing social
differences and discounts and mending the schisms ,amnesty and doing
good to bad.
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-=331l ABSTRACT &~

In his time Imam Al Sadiq was the cynosure thousands of disciples
and scientists gravitate around regardless of their religion, languages and
propensities. Whose school surged as the most elegant in the orbit of
sciences and thought as it has distinguished features giving it prominence
over the other throughout ages. It could be a nonpareil for the perfect
Islamic university attracting many a scientist ,such as a school keeps pace
with the traditions the beneficent prophet advocates in guiding people
to the right paths and science emitting light from Imam Al-Sadiq school
people make use of in the here and hereafter fields .For the necessity
urges the imam to broach his educational and scientific project. The
actual paper tackles the distinguished traits for such a school in terms of

analytic-descriptive methodology.
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and worship Him, otherwise they cannot produce light."

"Abu Shakir, if there was no Allah there would have been no universe and
no you and me. The sentence, "There is no Allah’, is meaningless. The ex-
istence of Allah is a must. If attention of Allah is diverted, even for a mo-
ment from the affairs of the universe to something else, it would break
up. Everything in the universe obeys His laws, which are permanent and
eternal. Because of His absolute wisdom and knowledge, He could make
such wonderful laws, which will last for ever. Each and every law, made
by Him serves some special and useful purpose.”

When the Imam concluded his discourse, Abu Shakir fell into a deep rev-
erie as if he was greatly inspired.

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq asked: "Do you now believe that Allah, who cannot
be seen, does exist and what you worship is the unseen Allah?"

Abu Shakir replied: "l am not yet convinced. | am in a quandary. | am full
of doubts and misgivings about my faith and my convictions."

Jafar as-Sadiq remarked: "The doubt about idol worship is the beginning
of the worship of Allah."

1444A.H - 2022A.D
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faithfully, which means they worship Him. If they were not obedient to
their Creator, they could not have such an orderly and regulated life."
"We see that just before the advent of spring the titmouse (a kind of small
bird) always comes at the same time and sings, as if to give us the tiding
of the new season. The itinerary of these migratory birds is so regulated
and their schedule so fixed that even if the last days of winter are still
cold, their arrival is not delayed for more than a few days. When Chilchila
(a migratory bird) returns after covering a distance of thousands of miles,
it builds its nest at the same place, where it had built it last spring. Was it
possible for these small birds to have such a well organized life if they did
not obey the laws of Allah and worship Him?"

"Abu Shakir, even the plants obey the laws made by Allah faithfully and
worship Him. Out of 150 species of plants, which are further divided into
hundreds of sub-species you will not find even one plant, which has a
disorganised and disorderly life."

"Abu Shakir, just like us the plants also do not see their Creator, but they
worship Him by obeying His laws instinctively."

"I know that you will not accept, or perhaps you do not understand, what
| say. A man must have sufficient knowledge to understand complicated
problems."

"Abu Shakir, not only animals by their animal instinct and plants by their
plant instinct obey Allah and worship Him, the lifeless and inanimate ob-
jects also, with whatever instinct they have, obey Allah and worship Him.
If they did not worship Him, they would not have followed the laws made
by Him. As a result, their atoms would have broken apart and they would
have been destroyed."

"The light which comes from the sun also worships Allah by obeying his
laws, which are very stringent and exact. It comes into being by the com-

bination of two opposite forces. These forces also obey the laws of Allah
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stone and can help when you are in trouble is, Allah."

Abu Shakir pondered over the subject for a while and then said: "Is Allah,
who cannot be seen, inside the stone?"

The Imam replied: "He is everywhere."

Abu Shakir said: "l cannot believe that a thing may be everywhere but
remain unseen."

The Imam said: "Do you know that the air is everywhere but cannot be
seen?"

Said Abu Shakir: "Although | cannot see the air, | can, at least, feel it when
it moves. But | can neither see your Allah nor feel his presence."

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq said: "You do not feel the presence of air when it is
not moving. The air is only a creation of Allah. He is everywhere, but you
cannot see Him or feel His presence by your senses. You have admitted
just now that although you do not see it, but your instinct or your soul
tells you that there is something inside the stone, and is not the stone,
which can help you. That something is Allah. Your instinct also tells you
that you cannot live without Allah and without worshipping Him."

Abu Shakir said: "It is true. | cannot live without worshipping idols."

Said Imam Jafar as-Sadiqg: "Do not say idols. Say Allah. It is He, Who is
worthy of worship. just like you everyone is obliged to worship Him. One,
who does not worship Allah has no guide and no guardian. He is just like
one, who cannot see, cannot hear, cannot feel and cannot think. He does
not know where to go and on whom to depend when in trouble. Wor-
shipping Allah is a part of living. Every living being worships Him instinc-
tively. Even the animals cannot live without worshipping Him. We cannot
ask them and they cannot tell us that they worship Allah, but their well
regulated and orderly life is sufficient proof that they worship Him.

"I do not say that the animals believe in Allah and worship Him just as we
do. But there is no doubt that they obey the laws made by their Creator

1444A.H - 2022A.D




go to the mountains during the summer season to escape the heat of the
plains."

"The mountains work as a great bulwark and protect towns and villages,
which are in their valleys from the devastation and destruction of hurri-
canes. Green mountains provide good grazing grounds for sheep. When
scorching heat burns the pastures down in the plains and no fodder is
left, the shepherds take their flocks of sheep to the mountains and stay
there till the end of summer. Mountains are also habitats of birds and an-
imals, some of which are a good source of food for those, who live there.
Even the mountains, which are not green, are not without some use. If
the people try, they may discover in them mines of metals and minerals
which are useful for mankind."

"Abu Shakir, | am too small and too weak to create Allah with my brain.
It is He, who has created my brain, so that | may think of Him and know
Him - my Creator. He was there before | came into being and He would
be there when | am no more. | do not mean that | would be totally de-
stroyed. Nothing in the universe is totally destroyed. Everything is subject
to change. It is only Allah, Who does not change."

"Abu Shakir, please tell me sincerely to whom will you turn for help when
you are in trouble? Do you hope that the idol you carve out of stone can
come to your succor? Can it cure you when you are sick; save you from mis-
haps and calamities; save you from starvation and help you pay your debts?"
Abu Shakir replied: "I have no such expectations from the stone, but, |
think there is something inside the stone, which will help me. Moreover,
| cannot help worshipping it."

Imam Jafar as-Sadig enquired: "What is inside the stone? Is it also stone?"
"I do not know what it is. But it cannot help me if it is also stone," replied
Abu Shakir.

Said Imam Jafar as-Sadiq: "Abu Shakir, what is inside the stone and is not
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water. What | had said was that in the beginning they were in a liquid
state."

Abu Shakir said: "What difference does it make. The liquid and water are
the same things."

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq replied: "There are many liquids which are not water.
Milk and vinegar are liquids, but they are not water, although they have a
water content in them. In the beginning the stones were liquid like water
and they flowed like water. Gradually they cooled down and became hard
so that you could cut them and make them into idols. The same hard
stones will turn into liquid, if they are heated."

Said Abu Shakir: "When | go home | will check the truth of your state-
ment. | will put the stone in the fireplace and see if it turns into liquid or
not."

Said the Imam: "You cannot liquefy stone in your fireplace. Can you lig-
uefy a piece of iron at home? A very high temperature is required to turn
solid stone into liquid."

"Do you realise how you could make the idols out of stones? It was Al-
lah, who made the stones. It was He Who created you and gave you the
hands with the unique fingers, which enabled you to handle tools and
chisel out the idols from the stones. Again it was He who gave you power
and intelligence, which you used in making the idols."

"Abu Shakir, do you think that the mountains are only heaps of stones?
The Great Allah has created them to serve some very useful purpose.
They were not created so that you may take stones and turn them into
idols. Wherever there is a mountain there is flowing water. Rain and
snow which fall on the mountain tops produce streams of fresh water.
These streams combine together to form big rivers, which irrigate farms
and fields. The people who live in the valleys, through which the rivers

flow, are assured of constant supply of water. People who can afford it,
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about it. It is impossible for you to find out when and how that mountain
came into being and when it would disappear. You cannot find out what
minerals are there inside or underneath the mountain and what is their
benefit to mankind."

"Do you know that the stones, out of which you make your idols came
into being thousands of years ago and shall exist for thousands of years
more. These stones have come here from a distant place. They could
travel that long journey because different parts of the earth are always
moving, but this movement is so slow that you do not feel it. There is
nothing in the universe, which is not in motion. Rest or motionlessness
is meaningless. We are not at rest even when we are sleeping. We are in
motion because the earth is in motion. Besides, we have a motion inside
our own bodies."

"Abu Shakir, if you had any knowledge about the piece of stone, out of
which you carve an idol, you would not have denied the existence of Al-
lah and said that | have created Him by my imagination. You do not know
what a stone is and how it came into being. Today you can handle it as
you like and cut it into any shape or form, but there was a time when it
was in liquid state. Gradually it cooled down and Allah solidified it. In the
beginning it was quite brittle and would have broken into pieces in your
hand like a piece of glass."

Asked Abu Shakir: "Was it in a liquid condition before?"

"Yes, it was", replied Jafar asSadiq (A. S.)

Abu Shakir burst into a peal of laughter. One of the students of Jafar as-
Sadiqg got angry and was about to say something when he was stopped
by his teacher.

Abu Shakir said: "l am laughing because you say that the stones are made
of water."

Jafar as-Sadiq (A. S.) replied: "I did not say that the stones are made of
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houses, when it is very cold, provided there is sufficient air. Without the
presence of air no grass will grow in the fields and get green. If there is no
air, all plants and animals, including human beings, would die."

"Abu Shakir, do you see the air, on which your very existence depends.
You only feel it when it moves. Can you refuse to believe in the existence
of air? Can you deny that to grow and get green the grass needs many
things like seeds, soil, water, air, a suitable climate and above all a strong
managing power, which may co-ordinate the action of these different el-
ements. That Managing and Co-ordinating Power is Allah."

"You say that everything comes by itself because you are not a scientist.
No scientist would ever say that. All scientists and all scholars believe in
the existence of a creator, albeit, they may call Him by different names.
Even those, who do not believe in Allah, believe in a Creative Force."
"Abu Shakir, it is not because of one's knowledge, but it is due to his igno-
rance that he does not believe in Allah. When a wise man thinks of him-
self, he finds that his own body needs a controller so that all its organs
and systems may function properly. He then realizes that this vast uni-
verse also needs a controller or supervisor so that it may run smoothly."
"You said just now that both of us create our own gods - you by your
hands and | by my imagination. But there is a big difference between
your god and my Allah. Your god did not exist before you made him out
of wood or stone, but my Allah was there before | could think about Him.
| do not create my Allah by my hands or by my brain. What | do is to know
Him better and think of His Greatness. When you see a mountain you try
to know more about it. It is not creating the mountain by imagination.
That mountain was there before you saw it and it would be there when
you are gone."

'You cannot know much about the mountain because of your limited

knowledge. The more your knowledge grows, the more you will learn
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wonderful work that you are kept alive. They are so small that you can-
not see them. Since you are a slave of your senses, you do not know
about their existence. If you increase your knowledge and decrease your
ignorance, you will come to know that these small beings in your body
are as large in number as the particles of sand in the desert. These small
creatures are born in your body, multiply in your body, work in your body
and die in your body. But you never see them, touch them, taste them or
hear them in your life time."

"It is true that one who knows himself knows his Allah. If you had known
yourself and had the knowledge of what is going on inside your body, you
would not have said that you do not believe in Allah, without seeing Him."
Pointing his finger to a huge stone he said: "Abu Shakir, do you see the
stone, which is in the foot of that portico? To you it seems lifeless and
motionless, because you do not see the brisk motion, which is inside the
stone. Again it is lack of knowledge or your ignorance, which would not
let you believe that there is motion inside the stone. The time will come
when the learned people would see the motion which is in the stone."
Continued the Imam: "Abu Shakir, you have said that everything in the
universe came by itself and has no Creator. You think that the grass in the
field grows and gets green by itself. You must know that the grass cannot
grow without seeds and seeds would not germinate without moisture in
the soil and there would be no moisture if no rain falls. The rain does not
fall by itself. First the water vapours rise and gather above in the atmo-
sphere in the form of clouds. The winds bring the clouds. Then the water
vapours condense and fall down as rain drops. The rain must also fall at
the right time, otherwise no grass will grow and become green. Take the
seeds of ten kinds of herbs and put them in a closed jar, which has suffi-
cient water, but no air. Would they germinate? No, in addition to water,

seeds need air also. It is possible to grow grass, herbs and fruits in hot
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"Abu Shakir, | have said all this simply to show to you that if | wanted to
accumulate wealth, | could have done so by making use of my knowledge
about jewels. | have replied to your accusations and now | shall deal with
your objections."

"Abu Shakir, you have said that | have fabricated stories and ask the peo-
ple to worship Allah, who cannot be seen. You refuse to acknowledge
existence of Allah, because He cannot be seen. Can you see inside your
own body?"

Replied Abu Shakir: "No, | cannot."

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq said: "If you could have seen what is inside you, you
would not have said that you do not believe in Allah, who cannot be
seen."

Abu Shakir asked: "What is the relationship between seeing within one's
own body and the existence of your unseen Allah?"

Imam Jafar as-Sadiqg (A. S.) replied: "You have said just now that a thing,
which cannot be seen, touched, tasted or heard, does not exist."

Abu Shakir said: "Yes, | have said that and | believe it is true."

Jafar as-Sadiq asked: "Do you hear the sound of the movement of blood
in your body?"

Said Abu Shakir: "No, | do not. But does blood move in the body?

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq (A. S.) said: "Yes, it does. It makes a full circuit of your
body. If the circulation of blood stops for a few minutes you will die."
Abu Shakir said: "l cannot believe that blood circulates in the body."
Imam Jafar as-Sadiq said: "It is your ignorance, which does not let you
believe that your blood circulates in your body, and the same ignorance
does not let you believe in the existence of Allah, Who cannot be seen."
Then the Imam asked Abu Shakir whether he has seen the tiny living be-
ings, which Allah has created in his body.

Jafar as-Sadiq continued: "It is because of these small creatures and their
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know what goods are available in Isphahan, Rasht and Rome, otherwise
they would have imported them and sold them with profit."

"Abu Shakir, you have said that | ask the people to worship Allah to de-
ceive them and to get rich. | must tell you that | have never taken any-
thing from anyone, except some fruits as presents. One of my friends
sends to me every year fresh dates from his garden and another some
pomegranates from Taif. | accept these presents so that they may not get
offended."

"I have heard, O Abu Shakir, that your father was a pearl merchant. Per-
haps you may have some knowledge about pearls. But | know all about
pearls and precious stones. | can also appraise their market value. If |
wanted to get rich | would have worked as a jeweller. Can you test and
recognise a precious stone? Do you know how many kinds of rubies and
emeralds there are in the world?" "I know nothing about them", replied
Abu Shakir. "Do you know how many kinds of diamonds there are and
what colours they have?" asked Imam Jafar as-Sadiq.

"I do not know", replied Abu Shakir. Imam Jafar as-Sadiq said: "l am not a
jeweller, but | know all about the pearls and precious stones. | also know
where they come from. All jewelers must know about gems, what | know,
but few of them know their sources."

"Do you know what makes a diamond shine?"

"I never was a diamond merchant, nor was my father. How can | know
why diamonds shine?; replied Abu Shakir.

Said the Imam: "Diamonds are obtained from the beds of rivers and
streams. Rough diamonds are cut by experts. This is the cut of a dia-
mond, which gives it its brilliance. Those who are experts in cutting dia-
monds are trained from the childhood in the profession of their fathers
and forefathers. Cutting a diamond is a very delicate and difficult art. A

diamond is cut only by a diamond."
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"You say that the God whom | have made from my own hands is not wor-
thy of being worshipped, while you ask the people to worship Allah, you
have created by your imagination. You deceive innocent people by saying
that your imaginary Allah has created the universe, but | do not deceive
anyone. No one created the universe. There was no need of any god to
create it. It came by itself. God cannot create anything. He is himself our
creation. | created him by my hand and you by your imagination."

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq (A. S.) did not say a word during the long tirade of
Abu Shakir. Sometimes his students, who were present, wanted to inter-
vene but he asked them to remain quiet. When Abu Shakir stopped his
lengthy discourse, the Imam asked him, if he had anything more to say.
Retorted Abu Shakir:

"By introducing your invisible Allah to the people, you want to acquire
wealth and position and have a respectable, comfortable and luxurious
life. These are my last words. | do not want to say anything more."

Imam Jafar as-Sadiq (A.S.) said: "l would like to start with the last part of
your speech. Your accusations that | want money, position and a comfort-
able life would have been justified if | was living like a caliph. You have
seen today that | have eaten a few morsels of bread only and nothing
else. |l invite you to my house to see for yourself what | will have for din-
ner and how | live."

"Abu Shakir, if | wanted to acquire wealth and have a good life, as you say,
| was not obliged to teach and preach to get rich. | would have earned
money and got rich by my knowledge of chemistry. Another way to get
rich was to do business. | have more knowledge about foreign markets
than any merchant in Medina. | know what goods are produced in differ-
ent countries and where to sell them for profit. | also know how to bring
them here to reduce the cost of transport. Our merchants import goods

only from Syria, Iraq, Egypt and some other Arab countries. They do not
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the womb of a woman. He does not procreate and that He would not die.
| have heard that there is anidol in India, which is hidden behind a curtain
and is not allowed to be seen by the Hindu devotees. The custodians of
the idol say that it is out of mercy that their god does not appear before
them, because whoever casts his eyes on it, would instantly die."

"Your Allah is also like the veiled god of the Hindus. It is out of His mercy
that He does not appear before us. If he does, we shall surely die. You
say that the universe was created by Allah, who did not talk to anyone,
except to the Prophet of Islam. As a matter of fact the universe came by
itself. Does anyone create the grass, which grows in the field? Does it not
grow and get green by itself? Does anyone create the ants and the mos-
quitoes? Do they not come out by themselves?"

"I must tell you, who claims to be a scholar and the successor of the
Prophet, that among all the stories, which circulate among the people,
none is more absurd and baseless than the story of Allah, who cannot be
seen. There are many baseless stories, but they, at least, depict real life
and present before us the people and personalities, who may themselves
be fictitious, but their acts and deeds are like those of real human beings.
We can see them. They eat, they drink, they talk, they sleep and they
love. When we read these fictitious stories, we enjoy them. We know
that they are false, but we see in them the faces of men and women, who
are like us. The people mentioned in the stories might not have existed, but
our common sense accepts existence of such people in the world. Howev-
er, when we cannot see, feel or touch your Allah, our logic and reasoning,
which depend upon our senses, do not accept his existence."

"l know that some people, who have been deceived by you, believe in your
invisible Allah, but you cannot deceive me and make me believe in Him. |
worship God, who is made of wood and stone. Although my God does not

talk, but | can see him with my eyes and touch him with my hands."
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-=331 Appendix 1§k~
Imam Jafar as-Sadiq (as) & Abu Shakir
Jafar as-Sadiq (A. S.) was one of the most patient and tolerant teachers of
his time. He used to take his classes every day. After his lectures he would
listen and reply to the objections of his critics. He had asked his critics,
who attended his classes, not to interrupt him during his lectures. They
were quite free to ask him any question or raise any objection after the
classes were over.
Once Abu Shakir, one of his opponents, said to him: "Would you allow me
to say something and ask some questions?"
"Yes, you can", replied Imam Jafar as-Sadiq.
Said Abu Shakir: "Is it not a myth that there is Allah? You want people to
believe in a thing which does not exist. If there was Allah, we could have
felt his existence through our senses. You may say that we can feel His
presence by the help of our inner senses, but our inner senses also de-
pend upon our five outer senses. We cannot conjure up an image of any-
thing in which some of our senses were not involved. We cannot conjure
up the picture of a person whom we have not met; recall to our memory
his voice if we have not heard him and feel the touch of his hand by our
inner senses if we have never taken his hand in our hand."

"You may say that we can perceive the presence of Allah by our intel-
ligence and not through our inner or outer senses. But our intelligence
also needs the assistance of our five outer senses, without which it can-
not function. We cannot make any reasoning or come to any conclusion
without the help of our senses. By your imagination you have created a
being, which is of your own image. Since you see, talk, hear, work and
rest, He also does exactly what you do."

"You do not show Him to anyone. To maintain your hold on the people

you say that He cannot be seen. You also say that He was not born from
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3.Conclusion

Testing the argument between Imam Saddiq (AS) and Abu Shakir in
terms of Habermas’ theory of discourse ethics and communicative ra-
tionality shows the power of argumentation of the Imam .The force of
his argument defeats Abou Shakir’s skeptics and make him suspect his
own attitude. The high style of the Imam and the comprehensibility of
his speech in addition to the ideal role taking and neutrality based on

rational reasoning give success to win the argument .
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The debate that proceeds is also characterized by truthfulness .This
is represented by the sincere invitation of the Imam to Abu Shakir to
visit him at home to make sure of the life the Imam lives . Abu Shakir has
the autonomy to doubt the truthfulness of the Imam and,realizing this
autonomy, the Imam invites him.This act of invitation on the part of the
Imam validates his claim and represents an element to enforce his argu-
ment to make assertions for what Abu Shakir questions.

At the process level the requirements of argumentation are also real-
ized .Both the Imam and Abu Shakir are competent and allowed to ques-
tion any assertion and express their attitudes freely .Being ignorant of
what the Imam tries to reveal and clarify, Abu Shakir argues boldly and
freely and questions what the Imam tries to prove.Rational reasoning
and good argument of As Sadig (AS)make these suspects vanish away.

They realize the validity claims of truth, rightness ,and appropriate-
ness (comprehensibility).

In this ideal speech situation validity of the argument on both parts
comes from generality , autonomy , ideal role taking , power neutrality
, and transparence. They discuss a matter that is general which is the
presence of a Being to be worshipped .The debate is over Who is that
God .The Imam gives many proofs to support his argument that the only
Being worthy to be worshipped is Allah. Abu Shakir admits that he can-
not live without worshipping an idol .The force of the argument of Imam
As Sadiq) AS (make the man full of doubts , though not yet convinced.
Moreover ,the Imam takes his role to tell Abu Shakir that this doubt in
worshipping idols with the necessity of having a being to worship is the
beginning for worshipping Allah. The transparency in communication be-
tween the Imam and Abu Shakir is shown in their aims and intentions
that are known openly to each other from the beginning.The force of the

Imam’s argument causes doubt to Abu Shakir’s attitudes.
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2. Discussion

This part discusses Mirza’s translation(2012 ) of the argument be-
tween Imam As Sadiq (A.S) and an atheist called Abu Shakir. Imam Ja-
far lbon Muhammad-Al-Sadiq (A.S) is the sixth infallible Imam or spiritual
leader and successor to the prophet Muhammad (PBUH). He is known
for his tolerance , wisdom, liberal and enlightened views on learning. His
debates with scholars belonging to different schools of thought and with
atheists represent a great heritage to theology and human ethics.

In discourse ethics argument establishes normative or ethical truths
by examining the presuppositions of discourse .The rational argument of
Imam Saddiq (AS) in the appendix shows that the participants adhere
to the requirements of rational argument. Abou Shakir is free to ask
without coercion since he has got the permission to ask whatever he
likes. He also has freedom of access (openness).At the end of his lectures
the Imam gives chance to any one to ask freely, and everyone has equal
rights to participate .During Abu Shakir’s speech the Imam permits no
interruption by his students to guarantee neutrality of power.He waits
until Abu Shakir finishes and asks him at the end if he has something to
add. Stating that these are his last words ,the Imam replied to him.This
shows smoothness and free access which the participant needs in com-
municating his attitudes. It shows also the ideal role taking in the act of

communication.
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equal possibility to present and criticize validity claims in the process of
discourse

3.The requirement of ideal role taking: that participants must be
willing and able to empathize with each other’s validity claims.

4.The requirement of power neutrality: that existing power differenc-
es between participants must be neutralized such that these differences
have no effect on the creation of consensus

5.The requirement of transparence: that participants must openly ex-
plain their goals and intentions and in this connection desist from strate-
gic action.

The intersubjective validity of these claims “is understood as the ex-
pression of a potential accord among those affected by a given norm,
freely achieved by means of argument”(Wellmer,1991:145). In such a
way human social interaction is approached through acceptability of
speech act and not truth conditional semantics, and this what makes va-
lidity claims prerequisite for cooperation principles .According to Haber-
mas “we understand speech act when we know the kinds of reasons that
a speaker could provide in order to convince a hearer that he is entitled
in the given circumstances to claim validity for his utterance _in short

,when we know what makes it acceptable”(1998:232)
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of each person affected must be such that all affected can accept them
freely”(1990:120).

Throughout moral argumentation and philosophical justification par-
ticipants reach understanding through stages of cognitive evolution and
processes of reasoning .Being based on rationality and since only re-
sponsible people behave rationally , communicative action is counted on
responsible people who can orient their work on validity claims

1.2.2 .Validity Claims

Human processes for reaching reciprocal understanding in social life
are universal.To get this mutual understanding participants raise validi-
ty claims that are defended by reason. They claim “truth for statements
or existential presuppositions, rightness for legitimately regulated ac-
tions and their normative context”,and “ truthfulness or sincerity for the
manifestation of subjective experiences” (Habermas,1984:99).Haber-
mas(,1984:39) gives claims that are implied in any utterance as: truth,
rightness ,and appropriateness (comprehensibility or well formedness.)
Leaving wellf ormedness aside ,Habermas( ibid )99:states the participant
must give at least the following three claims:

1.That the statement made is true ( or that the existential pre-supposi-
tions of the propositional content mentioned are in fact satisfied;)

2.That the speech act is right with respect to the existing normative
context) or that the normative context that it is supposed to satisfy is
itself legitimate;(and

3.That the manifest intention of the speakeris meantasitis expressed.

Validity and truth can be ensured , as Flyvbjerg (2000:3) concludes
through five requirements:

1.The requirement of generality : that no party affected by what is
being discussed should be excluded from the discourse.

2.The requirement of autonomy :that all participants should have
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1.2.1. Rational Argumentation

Validity ,rule of argument, or universalization principle “U”, as Haber-
mas calls it, is basic to discourse ethics “D” and leads to it. This princi-
ple is indispensable to moral argumentation logic and built on the fact
that “every argumentation, regardless of the context in which it occurs
rests on pragmatic presuppositions from whose propositional content
the principle of universalism (U) can be derived”( Habermas,1990:85).
For him ,anyone seriously engaged in argumentation must presuppose
that the context of discussion guarantees freedom of access, equal rights
to participate, truthfulness of participants, absence of coercion in adopt-
ing positions and influenced by the force of the better argument (Haber-
mas,1993:31).The individual himself is the ultimate authority for judging
what really is in his own interests and remains amenable to the criticism
of others.

Pravica refers to Alexy’s three levels of presuppositions for argumen-
tation referred to by Habermas as :production ,procedural and process
levels. The third (process) level of argumentation, for Habermas , re-
quires that : Every subject with the competence to speak and act allowed
to take part in a discourse

3.2. a. Everyone is allowed to question any assertion whatever.

b. Everyone is allowed to introduce any assertion whatever into the

discourse.

c. Everyone is allowed to express his attitudes, desires ,and needs.

3.3. No speaker may be prevented ,by internal or external coercion,
from exercising his rights as laid down in (3.1) and(3.2)

(Pravica,1999:16)

Habermas formulates the U principle in stating that “for a norm to
be valid ,the consequences and side effects that its general observance

can be expected to have for the satisfaction of the particular interests
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1.2 . Communicative Rationality

Communicative rationality refers to communicative reason or being
engaged in a rational argument or a discourse with “a noncoercively uni-
fying ,consensus-building force” in which “participants overcome their
at first subjectively based views in favor of a rationally motivated agree-
ment” (Habermas,1987:315).

The strength of the position of communicative rationality comes from
the force of the “unconstrained, unifying ,consensus-bringing” argumen-
tative speech in which participants transcend their subjectivity to arrive
at “both the unity of the objective world and the intersubjectivity of their
lifeworld”, owing to the mutuality of rationally motivated conviction
(Habermas,1984:10).

Participants in a conversation, in this sense ,can justify what they ut-
ter and provide evidence . The ground on which Habermas set his theory
of communicative rationality is reason and the force of better argument.
Participants convince each others by” pragmatic assumptions “and not
"institutionalized arrangements “in an idealized context. This context
guarantees” : freedom of access(openness), equal rights to participate,
truthfulness on the part of participants ,absence of coercion in adopting
positions, and so on(“Habermas).1993:31,The rule of argumentation in
which they are engaged is derived from these suppositions of rationality
and they suppose that the conditions of” ideal speech situation “are suf-
ficiently realized(ibid)57:

Rationality and consensus , on which validity claims are built , repre-
sent the core of Habermas’ theory. Communicative action aims at “clar-
ifying the presuppositions of the rationality of processes of reaching un-
derstanding, which may be presumed to be universal because they are
unavoidable”(Habermas,1985: 196).
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tutions gets narrower and they become social blockage factors and lose
legitimacy. The system starts narrawing human free space and subdue
worldlife ,and the way out is searched in “communicative rationality” to
strengthen the autonomy of civil society and expand the free action and
communication to “bring about rational decisions founded upon rational
argumentation and consensus instead of upon strengthening of authori-
tarian government forms and system enforcement”(ibid:220).

Habermas’ theory of communicative action comprises two kinds of
rationality : the communicative reasoning (action) and the strategic one
which oppose each other. The communicative action is “oriented towards
mutual conflict resolution through compromise” while the “strategic ac-
tion oriented towards other persons from a utilitarian point of view “
i.,e. manipulating others(Schaefer et al, 2013:1) .The communicative rea-
soning which is morally desirable is inherent in language and semantics
whereas the strategic use of language is parasitic and strategic rationality
is unsociable and morally undesirable (ibid).

Communicative rationality ,as Habermas maintains carries with it
connotation based ultimately on the central experience of the uncon-
strained ,unifying, consensus-bringing force of argumentative speech ,in
which different participants overcome their merely subjective views and,
owing to the mutuality of rationally motivated conviction, assure them-
selves of both the unity of the objective world and the intersubjectivity
of their lifeworld

(1984:10)

The lifeworld or “context-forming horizon” represents unproblematic
an prereflexive background that plays a constitutive role in the achieve-

ments directed to achieve understanding (Habermas,1991:223)
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1.1 Communicative Action

Communicative action refers to a process of deliberate interaction be-
tween individuals and argumentation. Habermas established this theory
on different sources: Buhler’s reference semantics, Frege’s truth seman-
tics (developed by Wittgenstein and others ,and Searl’s speech acts and
Chomsky’s structuralism.

The core of Habermas’ discourse ethics is the communicative ide-
al set in his theory of communicative action .In this theory ,Pomeroy
states(n.d:3) that Habermas sees the modern world as divided into two
distinguishable zones of human activity: the “lifeworld” zone that con-
sists of friends ,families and peers that represent “the sphere of symbol-
ic reproduction where individuals recreate their understandings of each
other and themselves ,as well as norms and values” ;and, the zone that
colonizes it (i.,e)"”system” or “the sphere of material reproduction domi-
nated by capitalism” (ibid).

The lifeworld is the social environment (the everyday life established
on relatonships with others) while the social system refers to structured
and institutionalized interaction patterns among people as economic
,political and legal-normative. The lifeworld rationality is dominated by
the system because the “communicative practices of the lifeworld tend
to be progressively transmuted, through the influence of the steering
media of money and power into system environments”(ibid:5).

Mitrovic (1999:220) clarifies this stating that the social systems (by
means of controlling media of money, power , influence and value) af-
fect human behavior despite direct interaction and individual personal
interests ,and, with time and human society development systems get
separated from the lifeworld so that new modern institutions (based on
principles of social integration , knowledge, legitimacy and regulation)

start to mediate among people.The rational range of these system insti-
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determined by what is universally agreed upon in discourse(Thomp-
son,1998:32).In this ideal speech situation people are equal in compe-
tence and free from intellectual disabilities ,psychological or social repres-
sions and accept only conclusions that are supported by the strength of
the best reasons(ibid:33).In his Justification and Application (1994:31-32)
Habermas states that the program of justification pursued by discourse
ethics derives from suppositions of rationality a rule of argumentation
for discourses in which moral norms can be justified.A norm is justified
when the participants of the actual discourse are unanimous and where
the power of argument is above the argument of power( Wojciechows-
ki,2010:55)

Discourse ethics is summarized by Pravica(1999:14) as:

a conflict resolution theory based within the process of argumenta-
tion. It deals with moral dilemmas or conflicts in which people have not
come to an understanding .It offers a process whereby ,through reason-
ing ,participants can come to some form of moral understanding. It does
this ,not by generating principles, but by offering a process for discussing
moral issues intended for moral understanding

(D) is a discourse ethical and theoretical principle that welds commu-

nicative action and communicative rationality altogether.
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1.Disourse Ethics

Discourse ethics (D) is a formal moral theory proposed by the German
philosopher Jurgen Habermas (1929 -) as a normative ethics for plural-
istic societies that have no single overarching moral authority .This the-
ory has no single version .It was anticipated by G.H. Mead (1962) and
pursued by a number of philosophers as Apel (1990) , Wellmer (1991) ,
Benhabib(1992) Wingert (1993), Forst (2012) ,and others ;and has been
open to different perspectives and modes of thinking. Basing his theory
on Kant’s morality and formal ethics and the interaction between phi-
losophy and different social sciences, Habermas aims at producing a
systematic ,comprehensive framework for the critical social theory and
communicative rathionality in which the moral principle is founded on
universal structures of argumentation

Discourse ethics is based on Habermas’ vision of the communicative
rationalization of society. It “seeks to ground the theory of moral action
in an ethos of communicative practice” in which people “see themselves
as free and responsible members of a community that offers space for a
plurality of forms of life...settle conflicts with others on the basis of mu-
tual tolerance ,respect and deliberation” (Ulrich,2013:6). In this sense,
discourse ethics can be seen as a means to achieve human co-existence
because it leads to “ such a way of justifying norms and obligations which
_in case of a conflict among the intra-particular moral ,religious ,or view-
of -the- world notions _ can constitute an elementary , common ground
for an acceptable agreement”(Wojciechowski,2010:54).Ethics justifica-
tion is the ground of discourse ethics and it is reached when the power of
agreement wins over the argument of power,when the principles, rules
and arguments that order discourse are open to public discussion and
can be agreed upon on a deeper level of justification(ibid:55).

Habermas adopts a consensus theory of truth in which the right is
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of the world achieved .

Habermas theory of Discourse Ethics is taken in this study as a model
to analyze a debate from the tradition of Imam Jafar As_Sadiq (A.S ), as
his tradition is rich in this aspect. This debate is with an atheist (Abu Sha-
kir As....) which is translated faithfully into English By K.A. Mirza (2012).
This shows the force of the Imam’s argument and the extent to which
he presents influential reasoning and communicative rationality to win
over by depending on validity claims that are considered by him and his
interlocutor .

al-ameed book series(12th)
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-=331l ABSTRACT &~

Discourse ethics was first introduced by the German philosopher and
sociologist Jirgen Habermas’ (1929- ) as addressing theorists rather than
practitioners .His theory of communicative action led him to develop a
discourse ethics for argument (1984,1987,1990 and 1996).This theory is
based on the fact that as humans we are able to coordinate our actions
jointly through language and communication which make us able to un-
derstand each other and construct agreement .The rational discussion
and debate in communication seeking the force of the better argument
may convey to agreement and not other factors that control discourse as
power , rank or the dogma of tradition or religion. In making utterances
(or debates) speakers implicitly make validity claims of Truth , Rightness
and Sincerity (1990) that the better argument wins at the end of this ide-
al speech situation ; in which participants equally have the opportunity
to express their position and be heard .To persuade ,one should present
a convincing argument, yet, one is free to say yes or no to the validity
claims presented and respect the rights of others to do the same. It is an
argumentation that is based on moral universalization .This marker (of
universalization) indicates what is ethically valid ; (i.e,)validity claims are
justified and tested against the principle of universalization to reach a
mutually satisfying agreement since reason is universal.

Habermas delineates a formal ethical approach for argumentation be-
tween pluralistic societies that differ in values and have no single moral
authority ,yet, they can resolve conflict and reach rational consensus be-
cause there is a foundation of morality in the pragmatic presuppositions
of the discourse itself.He relies on pragmatics of language that mediates
human actions through the process of communication; a sort of commu-
nicative rationality to actions that are oriented towards reaching mutual

understanding or mutual agreement by means of shared interpretations
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